
 

 

 

 

 

s.16 (2) It shall be the duty of the Boundary Commission not less than eight nor more than twelve 
years after the submission of the report on the first review of electoral arrangements for a local 
government area under section 4(1) of the Local Governance (Scotland) Act 2004 (asp 9) and 
thereafter, so far as is reasonably practicable, at intervals of not less than eight nor more than twelve 
years from the submission of the last report of the Commission under this subsection in relation to that 
area, to review the electoral arrangements for that area for the purpose of considering whether to make 
proposals to the Secretary of State for a substantive change in those arrangements and what proposals, 
if any, to make, and the Commission shall formulate any such proposals accordingly.

 (3) Without prejudice to subsection (2) above, the Boundary Commission may at any time, 
whether at the request of a local authority or otherwise, review the electoral arrangements for a local 
government area for the purpose of considering whether to make proposals to the Secretary of State for 
a substantive change in those arrangements and what proposals, if any, to make and the Commission 
shall formulate any such proposals accordingly. 
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 Local government election 

 Scottish Parliament election 

 Westminster election 

 May 2028 “backstop” 

 
The timetable illustrates one option for delivering all 32 reviews by 2028.   The numerical splits and overlaps between Groups could be altered but there is little room to manoeuvre – if reviewing 
during an election period is avoided then in effect 26 council areas need to be reviewed between May 2022 and May 2028. There is little flexibility to minimise clashes with Westminster and Scottish 
Parliament reviews 
 
Assumptions: 

 SP reverts to 4 year terms and 3rd review conducted 12 years after 2nd (it could be conducted earlier ie to submit in 2032 in time for the 2033 election 
 Electoral Reform Bill retains requirement to review all 32 council areas by May 2028 
 Islands Review (6) – complete by 2021. Next review reports 12 years later in 2033 
 That only exceptionally would an area be re-reviewed earlier than 8 years 
  A small group of council areas could be done in 18 months if there is only one round of consultation: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
NB Westminster reviews are highly likely to change but are included on current requirements 
NB Date of submission of report is the date from which the current 8-12 runs. Submitting reports early may over time be a way of increasing the roll 
  

2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025 2026 2027 2028 2029 2030 2031 2032 2033 2034 

Islands (6) 
                                          Latest islands 

repeat (6) 
     

 
                

Group A (7) 
        Group C (7)  

 
          Earliest Group A 

repeat 
         

 
                    

Group B (6) 
      Group D (6)           

    
Earliest Group B 
repeat 

     
 

           2nd Scottish Parliament                                     3rd Scottish Parl 

        Westminster          Westminster          Westminster     

activity  months 
pre-review  2 
prepare initial proposals 3 
consult councils  2 
consider responses  2 
prepare for public consultation 2 
public consultation  3 
consider responses  1 
finalise  2 
publish  1 
 Total 18 
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