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2019 Review of Electoral Arrangements:

Consideration of Initial

Action required

1.

to the consultation on its Initial Proposals for electoral arrangements and consider
Background
2. The Commission agreed its Initial Proposals for area at its

3. Orkney Islands Council were consulted on the Initial Proposals for a 2-month

also

presented the Initial Proposals to the Council on 18 April 2019 in Kirkwall.

4. The Initial Proposals for Orkney Islands Council area set out an electoral

-member wards and three 4-

5. A map of the

6. The Initial Proposals for Orkney Islands council area:

addressed

minimised

considered local ties in the whole council area;
retained

proposed

recognised Isles ward

transport links;
renamed
ed all other
ward names; and
proposed

Kirkwall ward.
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7.
parity of the Initial Proposals:
Current Forecast
Ward Ward name Clirs Electorate Variation Elingcfra:tte Variation
no. (Dec 17) from from
. (2023) .
Parity Parity
1 Kirkwall East 4 3,622 11.6 3,605 11.4
Kirkwall West and
2 Orphir 4 3,454 6.4 3,492 7.9
Stromness, Sandwick
3 and South lsles 3 2,607 7.1 2,590 6.7
4 West Mainland 4 3,061 -5.7 3,042 -6.0
East Mainland, South
5 Ronaldsay and Burray 3 2,496 2.5 2,488 2.5
6 North Isles 3 1,798 -26.1 1,771 -27.0
21 17,038 16,988

Response from Orkney Islands Council

8.

10.

11.

In the Orkney lIslands Council
opposed the proposed boundary from
a community perspective. The Council recognised that the Commission had
stated
; and

community ties in West Mainland and

Council with consequences for councillor workload. The Council also raised
could weaken

parish area. The
resident on one of the South

The Council wished to retain the existing
West Mainland ward boundary in this area.

Orkney Islands Council supported

Orkney lIslands Council

to ward boundary
in Kirkwall.
Orkney Islands or ward
names
proposed.

Consideration of response

12

.Orkney Islands Council opposed the proposed ward and
wished to retain the existing West Mainland ward boundary. The Council stated
that Sandwick looks towards Dounby and has few ties with Stromness and the
South Isles (Hoy, Flotta etc).




13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.
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1999), although historically there has been
ward (1999-2005).

a Local Development Plan and acts
as the centre of the local catchment area for local communities such as Sandwick
in West Mainland. is “based on Orkney’s most
sustainable settlement

non-linked isles.”
Orkney Islands Council

The catchment area of Stromness Primary School
in Orkney, Kirkwall and
Stromness. The primary

Orkney Islands Council also

communities may become more of a focus of the ward. The existing and historic
ward boundaries have placed the islands of Hoy and Flotta with the Stromness
the mainland. Hoy or Flotta have never been placed

d
important to hear issues of local is
Legislation states
that ¢
specific ward.

Orkney lIslands Council supported

Commission’s Initial Proposals s an historic
undary also follows a similar

boundary to the existing

Orkney Islands Council

. The
proposed boundary would follow Bridge Street and transfer approximately 40
electors from Kirk The existing

ward boundary
Garden Street and St

The small number of additional electors to the proposed Kirkwall East ward
increases variation from electoral parity from 11% to 12%. The Commission’s
to improve

and Burray ward.

elector

an A road, while the existi
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20.The table below shows the parity from
the Orkney Islands Council alternative suggestion. A map of the alternative

Ward | Ward name Clirs | Electorate Variation Forecast Variation
no from parity | Electorate from
% parity %
Kirkwall East 4 3,661 12.8 3,645 12.6
2 Kirkwall West and 4
Orphir 3,415 5.2 3,452 6.7
Stromness and 3
South Isles 2,147 -11.8 2,140 -11.8
4 West Mainland 4 3,521 8.5 3,492 7.9
East Mainland, South
5 Ronaldsay and 3
Burray 2,496 2.5 2,488 2.5
6 North Isles 3 1,798 -26.1 1,771 -27.0
21 17,038 16,988

Conclusion and Recommendations
21.

Stromness and South

22.The Commission’s Initial Proposals
variation from parity in two rural
ed the North Isles
ward with wide variation from electoral parity
circumstances, noting that it is
Scotland, Initial
Proposals es, minimising change, (North Isles;
Initial Proposals considered historical

23.0rkney Islands Council support the Commissions proposed boundary south of
Kirkwall as it considers local ties in the area. The Council oppose the proposed
by Dounby in West

by Kirkwall harbour.

24.The Secretariat invites the Commission to consider either:

e retaining ; or
e adopting which:
retains the existing ; adopts the

amends the ward boundary by
Kirkwall harbour; and retains the existing ward names as its Initial
Proposals for public consultation.

Secretariat
May 2019
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Chief Executive’s Office
Chief Executive: Alistair Buchan, CBE MA MCIPD.
Council Offices, Kirkwall, Orkney, KW15 1NY.

Telephone: 01856873535 Extension 2101. Fax: 01856871604. Isranps CounciL
Email: chief.executive@orkney.gov.uk Web: www.orkney.gov.uk

Our Ref: AB/kg/AW.

21 May 2019.

Isabel Drummond-Murray

Secretary

Local Government Boundary Commission for Scotland
Thistle House

91 Haymarket Terrace

Edinburgh

EH12 5HD

Dear Isabel

2019 Review of Electoral Arrangements:
Na h-Eileanan an lar, Orkney Islands and Shetland Council Areas

Firstly, a belated thank you for coming to Orkney last month in order to talk through the
consultation on the Local Government Boundary Commission proposals for our area with
our elected members. We recognise the time and cost involved in undertaking a visit to
Orkney and are very grateful that you were able to do this.

I must also apologise for the delay in replying formally to the consultation however we have
been busy preparing for the EU Election later this week.

In response to the consultation we appreciate the proposals are based on principles which
you outlined. In the main we are content with the wards to which no change is proposed but
have the following comments to make on the wards where change is proposed.

Proposed Ward 3 — Stromness, Sandwick and South Isles

We appreciate the effect of this proposal in terms of moving a number of electors to even
the ratio of elected members: electors, however the Council is not supportive of this change
from a community perspective.

The rural parish of Sandwick identifies strongly with the neighbouring rural village of Dounby
as part of the West Mainland, rather than identifying with Stromness and South Isles. The
village of Dounby is very much the ‘centre’ of the West Mainland and the local community
councils are structured around this and work closely together. In addition, the local West
Mainland community are working towards a local community development plan with Dounby
at the centre, focussing on the Dounby catchment area. The Harray and Sandwick
Community Council covers a very integrated area and in splitting this rural area into two
different Council wards would be viewed as unhelpful by the community. There are also
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Appendix C

2019 Review of Electoral Arrangements
Orkney Islands Council Area

Council Consultation Suggestion
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