LGBCS Paper 2483

2019 Review of Electoral Arrangements:
Consideration of Initial Proposals for Na h-Eileanan an lar council area

Action required

1. Combhairle nan Eilean
Siar to the consultation on its Initial Proposals for electoral arrangements and

Background
2. The Commission agreed its Initial Proposals for Na h-Eileanan an lar Council area

3. Combhairle nan Eilean Siar were consulted on the Initial Proposals for a 2-month

4. The Initial Proposals for Na h-Eileanan an lar
representing one 1-member ward, five 2-member
wards, three 3-member wards and two 4-
numbers by 3.

5. A map of the

6. The Initial Proposals for Na h-Eileanan an lar Council area:
e improved overall forecast variation from electoral parity - three wards

present;

e retained
Steornabhagh a Tuath de changes
through

e too offered
by 1-member and 2-

o ntifiable
boundaries;

e considered

e considered
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7. forecast variation from
parity of the Initial Proposals.

Response from Combhairle nan Eilean Siar

8. In their response to , Comhairle nan Eilean Siar
supported the Commission’s Initial Proposals because they recognised the
provisions of the Islands (Scotland) Act 2018 and considered the geographical and
community links within the council area.

9. Combhairle nan Eilean Siar proposed some minor changes to the proposed ward
boundaries by Arnish/ Marybank and Newmarket.

10.In their response, i ion to consider:
four 2- -
travel to the Counci for two Councillors to

represent the proposed

Consideration of response

11.The Combhairle proposed ward
boundaries by Arnish/ Marybank and Newmarket

12.
properties by Newmarket.

13.The Comhairle made a similar suggestion
areas during the 5% which the Commission
adopted and recommended.

14.The Combhairle suggestion amends the proposals by transferring approximately
20 electors from the Sgire nan Loch ward to a Steornabhagh a Tuath ward by
Arnish/ Marybank and nearly 80 electors by
ward to a Steornabhagh a Tuath ward.
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15. boundaries

10% forecast

9%) and Steornabhagh a Tuath (4%).

16.The Comhairle made no comment

17.

the Combhairle
shown at Appendix C.

: Loch a Tuath (-6%), Sgire nan Loch (-

ward names.

the alternative suggestion is

“ﬁ)rd Ward name Clirs E(Ilggtco;a;t)e Vcallj'ira:teiro]% Eﬁggfcf?;tte \I;g:fa\ct?g;
) from Parity (2023) from Parity

1 Barraigh agus Bhatarsaigh 1 972 25.6 931 24.7

5 E;ggiﬁltaa Deas, Eirisgeigh agus Beinn na 3 2.491 73 2361 54

3 Uibhist a Tuath 2 1,346 -13.0 1,285 -14.0

4 Na Hearadh 2 1,524 -1.5 1,482 -0.8

5 | sgire nan Loch 2 1,427 -7.8 1,345 -9.9

6 | Sgir’ Uige agus Carlabhagh 2 1,299 -16.0 1,232 -17.5

7 | An Taobh Siar agus Nis 3 2,524 8.8 2,373 5.9

8 Loch a Tuath 3 2,180 -6.1 2,094 -6.5

9 Stedrnabhagh a Tuath 4 3,055 -1.3 3,113 4.2

10 | Stedrnabhagh a Deas 4 3,182 2.8 3,130 4.8

11 Sgire an Rubha 2 1,661 7.4 1,564 4.7
28 21,661 20,910 .4

18.In the Comhairle submission i

raised comments for the

Commission to consider. comments

consultation.

19.A Councillor suggested a 2-member Barraigh agus Bhatarsaigh ward. This would
offer of -40%, with a total of 28 Councillors
or -35% with 29 Councillors. -member Barraigh
agus Bhatarsaigh

20. A Councillor suggested

due to the distance and time involved in travel

Stornoway. are currently able to use video-

21.A Councillor suggested four 2- -member wards in

Stornoway

Conclusion and Recommendations

22. Na h-Eileanan an lar Council area comprise

23.

(Scotland) Act 2018
mmunities.
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24. Combhairle nan Eilean Siar supported the
Commission’

25.The Secretariat recommends that the Commission
public consultation amended to include the suggestion from Comhairle nan Eilean
Siar to make minor alterations Arnish/
Marybank and Newmarket.

Secretariat
June 2019



BUTt of Lewis/
Rubha Robhanais

LGBCS Paper 2483

Appendix A

2018 Review of Electoral Arrangements
Na h-Eileanan an lar council area

Initial Proposals
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|- MS/AA NDR COLLECTIONS

@@
\w| Sandwick Road, Stornoway. HS1 2BW
Rathad Shanndabhaig, Steornabhagh. HS1 2BW
Telephone 01851 - 703773
Fax 01851 — 705349
Ms Isabel Drummond-Murray Sﬂa“ m-tl’w?@%“e'siaf-go"-”k
Secretary, Local Government Boundary Oir Beisrerics:  BABY MO 185
Commission for Scotland Your Reference
Date 17 May 2018

Dear Ms Drummond-Murray,
2019 REVIEW OF ELECTORAL ARRANGEMENTS: NA H-EILEANAN AN IAR

Thank you again for your letter of 20 March 2019 setting out the Commission’s proposals for
our Council area. The Combhairle considered the proposals at its Policy and Resources
Committee held on 8 May 2019, the recommendations of which were approved by the full
meeting of Comhairle nan Eilean Siar the same day.

| am pleased to advise that the Comhairle was unanimously supportive of the Commission’s
proposals, and recognises with appreciation the application by the Commission of the
flexibility given by the Islands (Scotland) Act 2018 as regards the proposals for Electoral
Wards, and the recognition of the geographic and community links and issues for the
Western Isles.

The following specific issues have been identified by colleagues, which we are sure can be
addressed by minor adjustment:

Arnish:

There are a number of houses along the Amish/Lochs Road, which, together with
Arnish, it is believed would be better represented within the Steornabhagh a Tuath Electoral
Ward; and

Lochs Road, Marybank:

There are a number of houses near the Creed River on the Lochs Road which, for reasons
of Common Grazings boundaries, currently lie within the Loch a Tuath Electoral Ward but
are surrounded by, and linked with, the Steornabhagh a Tuath Electoral Ward; it is likewise
felt that these houses, believed to be around three in number, should be incorporated into
the Steornabhagh a Tuath Electoral Ward.

Gleann Dubh, Newmarket:

The Commission’s welcome proposal for the Gleann Dubh area, agreed but not
implemented owing to the deferral of the Review in 2016, whereby the Gleann Dhubh area
be incorporated within the Steornabhagh a Tuath Electoral Ward, should be implemented in
this Review.

Ag Obair Comhla airson nan Eilean =~ COMHAIRLE NAN EILEAN SIAR Working Together for the Western Isles



The following specific comments were made by individual Members, who requested that
the Commission consider:

« whether, for the two Stornoway Wards, consideration could be given to there being
four two-Member Wards, rather than two four-Member Wards, to assist community
cohesion and ease of representation;

e whether a positive weighting should be given to areas such as Uist and Barra as
regards an increase in the number of Councillors, to reflect greater workload of
Councillors pro rata their distance from Council Headquarters in Stornoway;

e whether the proposed Barraigh agus Bhatarsaigh Ward should have two Councillors,
to reflect its substantial variation from parity.

The Comhairle looks forward to continuing discussions with the Commission on the final
details of these Wards.

We have adjusted the maps supplied with your letter of 20 March to mark the suggested
changes.

Yours sincerely,

alcolm Burr
Chief Executive
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