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Results of most recent consideration of Independent Boundaries Commissions' Recommendations by Legislative Assemblies of Canadian Provinces and Territories LGBCS Paper 2494 Appendix A

Province / Territory

Year of 
Final 
Decision

Recommendations 
Approved or 
Rejected?

Was a 
Vote 
Held?

(Final) Vote 
tally 

Were 
Electoral 
Area  
names 
changed?

Local ties 
are broken

Areas X 
and Y 
have little 
in 
common

Recommended 
increase in 
members is too 
expensive and / 
or unnecessary

Recommended 
reduction in 
members causes 
insufficent 
representation

Electoral 
Disparities 
are too high

Area X is too 
large / remote 
to be 
represented 
adequately

Objections 
to change 
in rural v 
urban 
balance

Objections re. 
Variances in 
electoral or 
population 
registration 
level, future 
changes or 
voter turnout

Too much 
emphasis 
on 
electoral 
parity

Objections to 
"late 
changes" / 
lack of 
consultation

Objections to 
other areas of 
the Bill Notes

Alberta 2017 Approved Yes 42 votes to 15 Yes Yes Yes    Yes Yes Yes Yes One Commissioner submitted a minority report.
British Columbia 2015 Approved No N/a No No. of seats increased from 85 to 87

Newfoundland and Labrador 2015 Approved Yes 27 votes to 5 Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes
No. of seats were reduced to from 48-40. The bill to implement 
the recommendations also affected the timing of the election.

Nova Scotia 2012 Approved* Yes 26 votes to 22 No Yes Yes Yes
Nunavut 2011 Approved Yes** 13 votes to 3 Yes Yes Yes
Prince Edward Island 2017 Approved No N/a No  
Saskatchewan 2013 Approved No N/a No Yes Yes Yes 3 additional members were added.

Yukon Territory 2018 Rejected Yes 7 votes to 11 N/a Yes Yes Yes Yes

An additional 20th electoral area was proposed in  the final 
recommendations. The public had been consulted on a scheme 
for 19 electoral areas.

 
Notes

* Nova Scotia's House of Assembly Act, which was narrowly passed by the House of Assembly, was ultimately ruled to have violated the Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms by the Court of Appeal. 
** Nunavut's Legisltative Assembly held 2 votes. Amendments to names were approved, but an amendement to defer the recommended changes was defeated. Both votes were 13-3.

Notes on Other Territories / Provinces
* In Manitoba an independent boundary commission decides electoral boundaries.
* In Northwest Territories the Legislative Assembly chooses from 3 sets of recommendations proposed by an independent bounday commission.
* In New Brunswick an independent  boundary commission has the final say on electoral boundaries;  the Legislative Assembly has the power to change electoral area names.
* In Ontario the Legislative Assembly boundaries follow those of the National Parliament, which are utlimately determined by an independent commission; apart from in the far north of the province, for which a local independent boundary commisson decides.
* In Quebec an independent boundary commission prepares a preliminary report, which it consults upon, including a consultation with the National Assembly. It then files a second report which the National Assembly debates. The Commission
 then makes the final decision.

 

  
 

 

Main Objections raised in Debates
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