
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“Multi-member wards: 

▪ reflection on why these were instituted; and what evidence there is 

that they have “met their goals?”; 

 

▪ how do multi-member wards affect councillor workload? Do 

councillors share workload in particular ways? (e.g. on geographic, 

political party or other lines?); 



 

 

 

▪ how do members of the public feel about multi-member wards? 

 

▪ If 2 and 5 member wards are introduced, what should the 

Commission’s attitude be to using them rather than 3 or 4 member 

wards (they would greatly increase the number of possible ward 

designs in a council area)?  

 

▪ The introduction of 1-member wards means that for some parts of 

a council area, seats would not be allocated in proportion to votes 

for political parties in the way that multi-member wards provide 

for. To what, if any, extent should this affect the Commission’s 

future considerations?” 

 

o reflection on why multi-member were instituted; and what evidence there 

is that they have “met their goals”; 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Party Seats won

Seats Won 

Percentage

Vote Share 

Percentage

Difference 

between 

Percentage of 

Seats won and 

Vote Share

Conservatives 123 10.7% 15.2% -4.5%

Labour 505 44.0% 32.9% 11.1%

Liberal Democrats 170 14.8% 14.6% 0.2%

SNP 178 15.5% 24.3% -8.8%

Independent 169 14.7% 9.5% 5.2%

Others (incl. SSP) 3 0.3% 3.6% -3.3%

Total 1148 100% 100%

2003 Local Government Elections

Party Seats won

Seats Won 

Percentage

Vote Share 

Percentage 

(First 

preference 

votes)

Difference 

between 

Percentage of 

Seats won and 

Vote Share

Conservatives 276 22.5% 25.3% -2.8%

Labour 262 21.4% 20.2% 1.2%

Liberal Democrats 67 5.5% 6.9% -1.4%

SNP 431 35.1% 32.3% 2.8%

Independent / No Description 168 13.7% 10.4% 3.3%

Others (inc. Green) 23 1.9% 4.9% -3.0%

Total 1227 100.0% 100.0%

2017 Local Government Elections



 

 

o how do multi-member wards affect councillor workload? Do councillors 

share workload in particular ways? (e.g. on geographic, political party or 

other lines?)
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o how do members of the public feel about multi-member wards? 
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o If 2 and 5 member wards are introduced, what should the Commission’s 

attitude be to using them rather than 3 or 4 member wards (they would 

greatly increase the number of possible ward designs in a council area)?  

 



 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

o The introduction of 1-member wards means that for some parts of a 

council area, seats would not be allocated in proportion to votes for 



 

 

political parties in the way that multi-member wards provide for. To what, 

if any, extent should this affect the Commission’s future considerations?” 
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“Number of councillors in each ward or division - there is no limit to the number 

of councillors that can be elected to represent a ward or division. However, we 

would not normally accept a proposal for more than three councillors to 

represent a ward.” 

 

 

 

“This Committee will report and make recommendations on every county, other 

than Cork, Dún Laoghaire-Rathdown, Fingal, Galway and South Dublin, as well 

as Limerick City and County and Waterford City and County.  For these Councils, 

the number of councillors will be not less than 5 and not more than 7 for each 

local electoral area, provided that in particular compelling circumstances, 3 or 4 

seat local electoral areas may be recommended.” 

“This Committee will report and make recommendations on Dublin City, and the 

counties of Dún Laoghaire-Rathdown, Fingal and South Dublin.  For these 

Councils the number of Councillors will be not less than 5 and not more than 7.” 

 



 

 

 

 

“Five to seven members is preferable for wards or constituencies using 

STV (the absolute minimum is three) to gain the full benefits of 

proportional representation under STV.”
xxii
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